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Federal court formally sets congressional lines

by Jimmy Vielkind

March 20, 2012

A federal court in Brooklyn has set the boundaries for 27 congressional districts in the state, making minimal technical changes and rejecting arguments it carve special districts for Jews or Dominicans from lines it drafted earlier this month.

“With less than 24 hours until the scheduled March 20, 2012 start of the petitioning process for the June 26, 2012 congressional primaries, the New York legislature has not delineated congressional districts for the state,” wrote a panel of three federal judges. “Accordingly, the court declares New York to be without a congressional redistricting plan that conforms to the requirements of federal law, and it hereby orders defendants to implement the redistricting plan attached.”

The federal court seized control over the process of congressional redistricting late last month, when a three-judge panel accepted arguments that state lawmakers tasked with drawing the lines had reached “impasse.” During a hearing last week, judges telegraphed their decision to adapt the existing maps with minimal changes.

Some tweaks were made along the Brooklyn waterfront and in Western New York. Already Monday, before the afternoon decision, campaigning began for seats in eastern Queens and Rochester.

There were no changes made in the Capital Region. The judges’ plan, drafted by U.S. Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann, envisions a single district for the Capital Region encompassing Albany and Schenectady counties as well as eastern Montgomery County, including Amsterdam, western Rensselaer County — including Troy and Rensselaer — and southern Saratoga County stretching as far north as the city of Saratoga Springs. Rep. Paul Tonko, D-Amsterdam, represents portions of the area.

Mann proposed to bunker the Capital Region between a Hudson Valley-Catskills district, in which Rep. Chris Gibson, R-Kinderhook, resides and an Adirondack district now represented by Rep. Bill Owens, D-Plattsburgh. It would extend south through Essex and Warren counties into northern Saratoga County.

Here’s the full order, and the changes:

Final CD Order
http://www.scribd.com/doc/85993102/Final-CD-Order 
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